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HAVE YOU MET YOUR 
LOCAL RURAL BANK 
FARM FINANCE 
SPECIALIST?

Drop into the branch at Shop C, 129-141 Eighth 
Avenue, Home Hill or phone 4782 2249 to speak 
to a local specialist about how we can help 
grow your farming business.

Home Hill Community Bank® Branch
Agribusiness products issued by

We give many thanks to all of our 
contributors and advertisers over the last 
twelve months. Your continued support of 

KCGO and our informative magazine ‘What 
a Sweet Life’ is greatly appreciated.

Coral Coast Marine
229 Queen Street, Ayr

Phone: 4783 1530

Email: ccmarine@bigpond.net.au

Ph: 4783 3773
ATV's Motorcycles Wave RunnersI I

www.burdekinmotorcycles.com.au

MOWERS

or after hours on:

Parts      0418 777 538

Service 0418 739 108

Sales 0417 079 984

Contact us on

4783 3000

FOR ALL YOUR AGRICULTURAL

NEEDS CALL THE TEAM AT AGNORTH

Let's talk
agribusiness
Talk to Angelo today
on 0429 406 522

Bendigo Bank

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited. The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo, VIC 3550.
ABN 11 068 049 178. AFSL 237879. (S27990) (02/10)

Mobile:
Phone/Fax:

Email:
PO Box

0419 832 834
07 4783 5478

mk-dellebaite@bigpond.com
2299, 330 McDesme Rd, Ayr Qld 4807

EARTHMOVING
MARK DELLE BAITE

Delle Baite

BILLET PLANTING
Glen: 0412 659 856

Gianni: 0428 831 601

G&G Ag Contracting

Reliable & Quality ServiceReliable & Quality Service

Phone: 07 4783 1767

Facsimile: 07 4783 7107

Email:

146 Queen Street, P.O. Box 1425, AYR QLD 4807

admin@grassofinancialservices.com.au

577 Ross River Road, KIRWAN Phone: 07 4723 0144

DelleBaite 
Digger 
Services

Josh DelleBaite OWNER/OPERATOR 

PH: 0417 442 898 OR 0419 679 907

• Rock/log grab

• Cane pushing • Drainage/trenches

• Post hole borer • Footings

• Driveways

Designed and printed by: 
Lotsa - Print & Signage 4775 1981
KCGOL acknowledges and 
thanks all contributors.

M & C CARTAGE
PO BOX 1297, AYR QLD 4807
Email: mpchap@bigpond.com
Matt Chapman 0417 799 219 

Barry McDonnell 0438 184 667

Sugarcane insurance that 
started with a glass jar.

The information in this advertisement is general advice only and does not take into account your individual objectives, financial situation or needs (your personal circumstances). Before using this 
information to decide whether to purchase the insurance policy, you should consider your personal circumstances and the relevant Product Disclosure Statement available from the ‘Downloads’  
section of our website www.achmea.com.au. Achmea Schadeverzekeringen N.V. ABN 86 158 237 702 AFSL 433984.

Achmea Australia’s approach is about  
more than just insurance.
Achmea Australia is dedicated to Australia’s unique 
sugarcane community offering farmers a much better 
deal, by helping reduce both their risks and premiums. 
Insurance that is not just competitively priced but also 
better for farmers and the continuity of their farms. 

Achmea Australia’s cover is simple, 
transparent and tailored to cane growers.
Achmea Australia’s extensive global experience and 
reputation in the sugarcane industry means our clients 
can feel secure in knowing their business is protected. 
Achmea Australia’s All-in-One Farm Pack allows 
farmers to tailor their cover to the precise needs and 
circumstances of their sugarcane farm. 

Achmea Australia’s focus is on  
partnership and trust.
Once insured your relationship with Achmea Australia’s 
Risk Specialist will continue, with a commitment to 
developing a genuine partnership built on trust and 
transparency. Most important of all, Achmea Australia’s 
direct relationship with you will ensure agility, speed,  
and responsiveness if a claim needs to be made.

We exist the keep farmers farming, no matter what. 

Visit www.achmea.com.au to find out more  
or contact your local Risk Specialist today.

Achmea was established over 200 years ago, when 39 farmers put money into a glass jar, to be 
compensated in case one of them had a haystack fire. Those 39 farmers worked to support each other and 
minimise the risks and threats faced by each other’s farms, not just their own. Their commitment to a truly 
co-operative approach to insurance remains alive and well in Achmea Australia today.

 
Alison Treston 
0407 473 062

alison.treston@achmea.com.au
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FRIDAY	 22 December	 8.30am – 4.30pm
SATURDAY	 23 December	 CLOSED
SUNDAY	 24 December	 CLOSED
MONDAY	 25 December	 CLOSED
TUESDAY	 26 December	 CLOSED
WEDNESDAY	 27 December	 CLOSED
THURSDAY	 28 December	 CLOSED
FRIDAY	 29 December	 CLOSED
SATURDAY	 30 December	 CLOSED
SUNDAY	 31 January	 CLOSED
MONDAY	 1 January	 CLOSED
TUESDAY	 2 January	 CLOSED
WEDNESDAY	 3 January	 CLOSED
THURSDAY	 4 January	 CLOSED
FRIDAY	 5 January	 CLOSED
SATURDAY	 6 January	 CLOSED
SUNDAY	 7 January	 CLOSED
MONDAY	 8 January	 8.30am – 4.30pm

Christmas closing times

Kalamia Cane Grower’s team wishes our valued 
members of KCGO a very Merry Christmas and 

a Happy, Safe and Prosperous New Year.

North Pole

North Pole
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Christmas Period – Office Closure Times
KCGO office is closed from: 4.30pm - Friday – 22nd December 2017 

And will re-open:  8.30am - Monday, 8th January 2018

Kalagro Fuel Customers
*Ordering during Christmas break office closure* 

A reminder to all Kalagro Fuel Customers – Fuel pre - orders are required before 
the end of business on Friday, 22nd December 2017 to ensure your fuel needs 

are covered throughout the Kalamia office Christmas break if required.

Puma delivery days over Christmas / New Year Period 
Delivery Dates Available while Kalamia Office is closed: 

Wednesday, 27th December 2017     Friday, 29th December 2017 
Wednesday, 3rd January 2017     Friday, 5th January 2017

Reminder to KCGO Members – Changes to Occur 
in the Future – Member Information 

November / December – You may have noticed only one Email is currently sent 
to member’s each day to minimise the overload of emails previously received on 
a daily basis. The Wilmar loadings (crushing period), sugar price and fuel price, QSL 

updates, ‘What a Sweet Life monthly magazine and all other industry related 
events, are easily obtained via the KCGO website that was re-created in 2016.

We are looking at making further enhancements to the 
webpage and will advise you early in the New Year.

Grouping applications for 2018 
Grouping application forms for the 2018 crush season are now 

available at the Kalamia office. Please refer to the Wilmar 
updates in this magazine for further information.
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Kalamia Sweet Notes

Kalamia Cane Growers 
Organisation Limited (KCGOL)
Located at: 140 Young Street, Ayr 
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 8.30am - 4.30pm 
Postal Address: PO Box 597, Ayr, Q 4807 
Phone: 07 4783 1312 
Email: admin@kalagro.com.au 
Web: www.kalagro.com.au

 KalamiaCaneGrowersOrgLtd

Merry Christmas 
From the Staff and Board of Kalamia Cane Grower’s 

Robert Malaponte 
Chairman 

0419 640 523

Joseph Quagliata 
Deputy Chairman 

0417 622 956

Robert Zandonadi 
Director 

0428 826 894

Denis Pozzebon 
Director 

0427 961 794

Paula Langdon 
Director 

0417 077 608

Annmaree 
Administration Officer

Narelle 
Administration Officer  

Jacki 
Payroll Officer

The last of Wilmar’s Burdekin mills finally 
crushed out today bringing to a close the 
2017 season with a final crop of 8.12 mil-
lion tonnes. Another milestone is that I 
have made it through my first season and 
what a baptism it has been. My reflection of 
the past 9 months:
»» Finalisation of OSA and CSA only weeks 

out from season commencement 
and the sudden rush in assisting our 
members in executing the necessary 
document/s.

»» Loss of income that growers have had 
to endure in order to have the right to 
choose the marketer of their GEI sugar.

»» Delayed start and finish to the season as 
a result of inclement weather conditions.

»» Trialling of casual auditor to scrutinise 
“edit lab” reports for anomalies. This has 
resulted in 5 instances where KCGOL has 

been able to have CCS results positively 
overturned/adjusted.

»» The attempt by NSW Senator 
Leyonhjelm to repeal the federal “Sugar 
Industry Code of Conduct” and its sub-
sequent defeat due in large to delega-
tions despatched to Canberra, which a 
number of your board directors were a 
party to. 

»» The continued focus by the Qld govern-
ment in improving the water quality of 
GBR catchment areas and regulations 
imposed on the agricultural sector, in 
particular the sugar cane and grazing 
industry.

As they say “things can only get better”, 
however I am not totally convinced as there 
are still considerable challenges facing the 
sugar industry and possibly our next, will be 
the issue of “sugar tax”.

Anyway getting away from business, I 
would like to take this opportunity on behalf 
of directors, myself and staff to wish all 
KCGOL members a Merry and relaxing 
Christmas with your families. Here’s also to 
a happy and healthy 2018 for all. 
Cheers until 2018.
Les

North Pole

North Pole
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Friday, 8 December 2017 

THE BURDEKIN REGION HAS NOW 
COMPLETED THE 2017 CRUSH. 
The four Burdekin mills crushed a total of 8.12 million tonnes of cane with 
an average CCS of 14.0 for the region. 
Invicta Mill was the first in the region to crush out, finishing the season 
last Wednesday (29 November). 
Kalamia Mill finished last Friday (1 December), Inkerman finished on 
Sunday (3 December) and Pioneer crushed out on Tuesday this week. 
The individual mill totals were:
»» Invicta - 3.037 million tonnes
»» Kalamia - 1.600 million tonnes
»» Inkerman - 1.723 million tonnes
»» Pioneer - 1.759 million tonnes 

With the Proserpine and Plane Creek mills also finished for the year, only 
the Herbert mills are still operating. 
Boggy field conditions continue to hamper harvesting operations in the 
Herbert region and there are still gaps in cane supply. However daily sup-
ply is gradually improving with the drier weather. 
The Herbert mills have now crushed 4.71 million tonnes of cane or 95 per 
cent of the total crop. Average weekly CCS is tracking just below 11 units. 
We are consulting with growers and grower representatives on how much 
cane is left to harvest in the district so we can determine a season finish 
date. However, we envisage the season may run beyond 16 December. 
Best regards  
PAUL GIORDANI General Manager – Cane Supply and Grower Relations

FORMATION OF GROUPS 
FOR HARVESTING
Harvesting groups consist of one or more growers 
who group together to harvest their cane in an eco-
nomical and efficient manner.
Harvesting groups should be formed, where possi-
ble, on the basis of general proximity to each other 
within each line or scheduled delivery runs.
To permit Wilmar and growers time to plan harvest 
and transport operations in an orderly and efficient 
manner, proposals by growers to change group-
ing arrangements must be submitted, in writing, to 
Wilmar by the end of February each year.
Harvesting Groups will be taken to be the same as 
the previous season except where an application 
to vary grouping has been agreed to by Wilmar.
Some of the issues that Wilmar will consider in 
regard to a grouping proposal are included in the 
table below. These issues should be discussed 
with the relevant Wilmar Logistics team prior to 
lodging a grouping application.
Grower Representatives should be involved at all 
stages of the grouping process to ensure the best 
outcome.

Wilmar Sugar Update

Weekly production figures 

Burdekin Region mills 
Week 26, ending 9 December 2017 

Cane crushed This week Season to date 
Invicta   3,037,182 
Pioneer  21,858 1,759,538 
Kalamia   1,600,685 
Inkerman   1,723,445 
Burdekin          21,858 8,120,850 

 
CCS   
Invicta   14.30 
Pioneer  12.82 14.20 
Kalamia   13.60 
Inkerman   13.65 
Burdekin 12.82 14.00 
 
Weekly variety performance for region 
Variety % CCS Variety % CCS 

Q183 63 12.75 KQ228 4 13.46 
Q247 16 12.21 Q252 2 11.68 
Q208 14 14.30 Q253 1 10.79 

 
Comments: 
 
The 2017 Burdekin crush was completed at 
12.10pm last Tuesday, when the last cane was 
crushed at Pioneer Mill. 
 
A total of 8.121 million tonnes of cane was 
crushed for the season, at an average CCS of 
14.00. 
 
Wilmar Sugar’s Burdekin team would like to thank 
all growers, harvesting contractors and our 
employees for their efforts throughout the 2017 
crushing season. 
 
We hope the weather and Santa are both kind to 
everyone over the holiday period and we look 
forward to sharing a successful 2018 season.  
 
Steve Postma 
Cane Supply Manager 
Burdekin Region 

 
 
 

 

Issue Wilmar will actually 
agree if...

Wilmar may agree if...

Grouping of 
growers across 
mill areas.

There is no intermill 
grouping.

»» It can be demonstrated that a harvester 
moving from one mill area to another 
will not impact on allotments for other 
harvesting groups at either mill, eg a 
strict mechanism to utilize an existing 
group’s allotment at the each mill.

»» AND Wilmar does not incur extra trans-
port costs.

Grouping of 
growers on 
different lines or 
loco runs.

Grouping contained 
within loco run.

»» It can be demonstrated that proposal 
does not impact on delivery size or 
times for other groups

»» AND Wilmar does not incur extra trans-
port costs.

Siding capacity 
and design.

Current siding 
capacities and design 
match proposed group 
size, roster & mode of 
operation.

»» Agreement can be reached regarding 
sharing of cost of modifications

»» AND suitable time has been allowed for 
planning, design, easements, regulatory 
approvals and construction – 2 years is 
recommended.

Siding sharing. No sharing of siding »» It can be demonstrated and agreed that 
the siding has enough days available 
each year for all harvesting groups that 
wish to use it.

»» AND a shared siding agreement can be 
negotiated for the siding.

»» AND the proposed group has a desig-
nated home siding.
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Wilmar Sugar Update
 
 

2018 Grouping Process Flowchart 
 
 

New grouping 
proposal 

 
 
 
 

Yes No 
Fits 

guidelines 

 
  Consult with 
  Wilmar and/or 
 Collective Reps. 

 
 
 
 

Submit 2018 
Grouping Application 

by 28 Feb 

 
Yes 

 
No 

Viable 
proposal 

 
 
 

Requested Grouping 
changes published 
on Growerweb by 

2 Mar 

 
 

Written third party 
submissions received 

23 Mar 

 
 
 
 
 

Wilmar written 
responses  
30 Mar 

Not 
Agreed 

 
 

Continued 
negotiation until 

9 Apr 

 
 

Agree 
 

 
 
 
Yes 

 
 
 
Agreement 

reached 
 
 

No 
 
 

No 
Formally 

appeal decision 
 
 

Yes 
 

 
Notification to review 
committee 14 Apr 

 
 
 
 

New  group formed. Upheld  
Appeal outcome 

1 May 

Not Upheld Grouping status quo 
remains 

North Pole

North Pole

NEW GROUPING 
PROPOSAL
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GUIDELINES

VIABLE 
PROPOSAL

CONSULT WITH 
WILMAR AND/OR 

COLLECTIVE REPS.

SUBMIT 2018 
GROUPING 

APPLICATION BY 
28 FEB

REQUESTED GROUPING 
CHANGES PUBLISHED ON 

GROWERWEB BY 
2 MAR

WRITTEN THIRD 
PARTY SUBMISSIONS 

RECEIVED 
23 MAR

CONTINUED 
NEGOTIATION UNTIL 

9 APR

WILMAR WRITTEN 
RESPONSES 
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REVIEW COMMITTEE 

14 APR

APPEAL OUTCOME 
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GROUPING STATUS 
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FORMED

FORMALLY 
APPEAL 

DECISION

AGREEMENT
REACHED
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QSL Update

A MAKE OR BREAK YEAR COMES TO AN END
By QSL CEO and Managing Director Greg Beashel
When Queensland’s Marketing Choice leg-
islation came into place last year, we knew 
that 2017 would be a make or break year 
for our company. But as the end of the state 
harvest comes around, I think it’s safe to 
say that we passed this challenge with fly-
ing colours.
Thanks to the fantastic support of grow-
ers throughout Queensland and our milling 
partners, we remained the largest marketer 
of Queensland sugar in the 2017 Season.
We contracted over 1100 Wilmar Growers 
through new Grower Pricing Agreements 
and successfully implemented the QSL 
Direct online grower portal to capture these 
Growers’ pool nominations and pricing 
orders, and detail their GEI tonnage infor-
mation and sugar payments. Despite the 
limited information provided by Wilmar 
making the payment process more com-
plex than we would like, since kicking off in 
June we’ve already made 21,000 direct pay-
ments to Wilmar Growers and their nomi-
nated third parties, and filled over 1000 
grower pricing orders.
Although the QSL Direct portal has been 
a success, we appreciate that nothing 
replaces a face-to-face chat, and so we 
also opened regional offices throughout the 
state, staffed by a Grower Services Team 
focused on making sure all growers using 
our services have easy access to a helping 
hand when they need it.
And we did all of this while also delivering 
strong pool results in a tough market, once 
again proving that not-for-profit does not 
mean uncompetitive.
THE SEASON TO COME
As we head towards the new season, I’m 
pleased to announce that our 2018-Season 
GEI sugar tonnage is already shaping up 
to surpass our 2017-Season results, with 
increases in both our Wilmar and Tully 
Sugar GEI sugar tonnages and the num-
ber of growers using our marketing and 
pricing services next season. While the 
2018-Season marketing nomination pro-
cess for MSF Sugar Growers is still open 
until the 29th of this month, we remain opti-
mistic that we will maintain our title as the 

premier marketer of Queensland raw sugar.
We appreciate there’s plenty more work 
to do and we already have a number of 
improvements underway that we’ll roll out 
in the new year, including new pricing prod-
ucts, extended nomination windows, and 
an expanded range of features for growers 
using QSL Direct.  
As the QSL team prepares to take a brief 
break over the Christmas and New Year 
period, we’d like to wish you and your fami-
lies a safe festive season and we look for-
ward to working hard for you again in the 
new year.

Disclaimer: This document contains information of a summary/high level nature and therefore does not purport to be comprehensive on this topic.  While care is taken in the 
preparation of this document, QSL does not make any representations as to its accuracy or completeness.  Information about past performance should not be relied on as an 
indication of future performance, nor should this Statement be taken to include representations as to future matters.   This Statement does not constitute financial or invest-
ment advice.  The information in this document is current only as at the date of the document. 
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QSL Update

2017 SUGAR MARKET OVERVIEW
By Mark Hampson, QSL Executive Manager Marketing and Risk
Current as of 12 December 2017
THE ICE #11
The global sugar market is known for its 
volatility and 2017 was no exception, with 
considerable price variance and historical 
high prices all occurring during the past 12 
months. 
A global sugar deficit initially helped to 
boost the 2016-Season prices for growers, 
with hedge funds and speculators buying 
record amounts of sugar, exaggerating the 
deficit and pushing prices above US21c/
lb. Dry weather throughout Asia added fuel 
to the price increase and coincided with 
a relatively weak Australian Dollar, allow-
ing Growers to price sugar above $600 per 
tonne for a short period of time.
However, the market eventually began to 
reflect the generally regarded market struc-
ture of two seasons of deficit followed by 
three to four seasons of surplus. As the 
year progressed import requirements for 
the Asian region did not materialise and 
the speculators dramatically sold their 
position, taking prices below US13c/lb 
and moving into a net-short position. The 
sugar market was now focused on the 
surplus, with recoveries experienced in all 
producing regions. This, in conjunction 
with a strengthening US Dollar, culminated 
in lower prices for a number of commodity 
markets, with sugar being the hardest hit. 
Towards the later part of the year a weaker 
Brazilian Real, a new gasoline pricing policy 
and lower prices closed the gap on ethanol 
parity and the Brazilian harvest focused on 
producing sugar, all of which added to the 
forecast surplus. This was further exacer-
bated by varying levels of official support 
for domestic prices in many large sugar-
producing nations, such as the EU, which 
ignored the signals of falling world prices 
and continued to produce large crops.
As we head into Christmas, the market 
fundamentals are generally encouraging 
a bearish outlook for 2018, and the QSL 
pricing team is hoping Santa brings some 
opportunities to price into near-term rallies. 
CURRENCY
The Australian dollar (AUD) proved to be 
relatively stable during the year, trading in a 
0.72-0.81 US cents range. This contradicted 

most analysts’ predictions in early 2017, 
as they were expecting it to push towards 
0.70 US cents. In the early part of the year 
the AUD/USD (US Dollar) exchange rate 
was supported by relatively strong com-
modity prices as well as the general weak-
ness of the USD and concerns about the US 
economic recovery under the new Trump 
administration. While Trump has delivered 
on a few of his ‘make America great again’ 
policy platforms, as we head into 2018 the 
US economy is finding its feet and the out-
look remains positive for USD strength.
Looking ahead, it appears likely that eco-
nomic conditions will favour the devaluing 
of Australian dollar. With the US economy 
continuing to recover, their interest rates 
are set to increase and we expect to see a 
broadly stronger USD. The RBA has contin-
ued to keep rates on hold and looks to do 
so for the foreseeable future, citing on-trend 

growth, a cooling off of metropolitan hous-
ing prices and benign wage growth.
While not offsetting the full effects of the 
global surplus, the currency move has pro-
vided some relief to Australian commod-
ity exporters. QSL considers levels under 
US74 cents likely in 2018, as the Australian 
economy continues to struggle against the 
stronger USD.

Source: Bloomberg. Published at www.qsl.com.au as at 7.12.2017

Source: Bloomberg. Published at www.qsl.com.au as at  7.12.2017
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Construction of Inkerman Mill - 1913
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Main Street, HOME HILL 1980’S

Ayr High School

Wilshere’s Store, Parkside

North Pole

North Pole
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Sweet Industry News

Fiona Simson hopes the royal commission 
will be of benefit to farmers. (Supplied: 

National Farmers Federation)

Photo: The relationship farmers have with their tractors is like the one they have with banks. (ABC Rural: Brett Worthington)

FARMERS AND BANKS CAN BENEFIT FROM BANKING 
ROYAL COMMISSION ‘TUNE-UP’
By Fiona Simson – www.abc.net.au/rural

A bank, like a tractor, is needed to plant the 
seeds to grow. It will also pull you out of a 
bind. 
Both will let you down from time to time 
and the resulting consequences can 
range from a minor irritation to a major 
catastrophe.
For farmers, the royal commission into the 
banking sector represents a maintenance 
check to keep this mutually dependent 
relationship powering. 
As the peak body representing Australia’s 
farmers, the National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF) had not marked a respective royal 
commission as a top-line priority for our 
industry. 

Farmers do not look in the rear-view mir-
ror often. We are future-focused — always 
looking to be more productive, more profit-
able and more sustainable. 
We need to be if we are going to feed a 
growing global population. The current 
world population of 7.6 billion is expected 
to reach 8.6 billion in 2030 and 9.8 billion 
by 2050.
Now that it is here, we hope the royal com-
mission will be of benefit.
The latest national accounts figures have 
agriculture as the nation’s fastest grow-
ing industry and the leading contributor to 
gross domestic product growth.
In 2016-2017, agricultural production 

tipped a record $60 billion. The NFF 
believes an annual production value of 
$100 billion by 2030 is entirely within our 
reach. 

The relationship farmers have with their bank is 
much like the one they have with their tractor. 
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Sweet Industry News

The Prime Minister has spent the past 
18 months stridently opposing calls for 
a royal commission into the banks, but 
in the end resistance was futile, writes 
political correspondent Louise Yaxley.

The calls for a full banking inquiry have been 
relentless for years, from a broad section of 

the community — farmers, small business and 
households. So just how bad are the banks?

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
AND AUTOMATION
To get here, we need the banks on our 
side. We need lenders to adapt with us to 
achieve continued growth.
THE INQUIRY TURNBULL HAD TO HAVE
The application of digital technology — 
think big data, artificial intelligence and 
automation — presents the opportunity to 
take productivity growth to the next level.
It also means the need for new investment. 

Farmers are calling on banks to ride the 
technology wave with us, to be informed 
and able to assess and quantify the 
potential of these new operating tools, all 
in an effort to enable investment where 
appropriate.
Farmers are looking outside the box when 
it comes to capital sources. 
Between now and 2025 Australian agricul-
ture faces the prospect of a $110 billion 
shortfall in required capital. 
As an industry, we know our capital woes 
will not be solved entirely by our banks. 
But they remain our most reliable lending 
source. 
CARING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Farmers are frontline environmentalists. 
Australian farmers manage and care for 48 
per cent of Australia’s land mass.
Australian primary industries have led the 
nation in reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions — a massive 63 per cent reduction 
between 1996-2016. 
Australian water consumption decreased 
in 2014-15 by 7 per cent from 2013-14. The 
largest decrease in water consumption 
was in the agriculture industry. 
We are seeking that our record and role in 
natural resource management be realised 
and valued by our banking partners.

HOW BAD ARE OUR BANKS?
There is no doubt there have been 
instances of alleged bank misconduct that 
have impacted our farmers. 
Through the royal commission, these need 
to be examined and where appropriate, 
recourse taken. We welcome this. 
Like every enduring relationship, we believe 
farmers and banks can benefit from this 
regal ‘tune-up’.
We hope in the long term, the royal com-
mission will be more like a pit stop than an 
expensive, unproductive overhaul. 

FREE FOR MEMBERS 
TO ADVERTISEClassifieds

FOR SALE 
»» CW45 UD, 3 bin tipper for seed cane. 

Very good condition. Ph 0417 622 956

»» 24 Plate, blue line discs.  
Ph. 0418 987 099

»» Nissan UD tip truck. Ph 0418987099

»» 8600 Ford tricycle tractor. Tricycle 
implements optional. Ph: 0409 635 
434 or 0407 826 270

»» Kleverland 3 Blade reversible plough. 
Ph: 0429 077 608

»» International 2650 Haulout trucks x 2. 
Variety of farm equipment. Dual go-
cart carrier. All in good working order 
- Ph: 0438 720 178

»» 28 Plate heavy duty wheel offset 
Ph after hours: 4782 5291 

»» Leader 8 wheeler truck with Inkerman 
rails. Ph after hours: 4782 5291

»» Fiat 80-66 tractor. 300L Front tank.
High clearance 32 inch. $16,000 neg. 
Ph 0427 735 305

»» 2009 - Ford Falcon XR6 FG 
Auto 176397 KLM. $10,500. Ph 
0428711714

WANTED KNOWN
»» 12 to 14 foot roller Ph: 0431 351 073

»» Single Row PTO Stubble Shaver. Ph 
47 824151

North Pole

North Pole
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Sweet Industry News

BIOFUEL FROM CROP WASTE LANDS FUNDING BOOST FOR 
NEWLY-PROVEN SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGY
ABC Upper Hunter – www.abc.net.au/rural
By Cecilia Connell 
 
An Australian-first biofuel demonstration 
facility in the New South Wales Hunter 
Valley has been touted as a game-changer 
in the food versus fuel debate that has over-
shadowed the production of ethanol for 
some time.
The Federal Government through the 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
(ARENA) has announced $11.9 million in 
funding for Australian biofuel company 
Ethanol Technologies Limited (Ethtec) to 
assist in the development of its ground-
breaking process.
The facility produces ethanol from a range 
of waste plant matter left over from crop 
harvesting and forestry.
As part of a $48 million dollar project, 
Ethtec plans to construct a $30 million pur-
pose-built pilot facility in the Hunter Valley 
town of Muswellbrook, expected to produce 
270,000 litres of biofuel per annum with the 
aim of making the technology available to 
the commercial market in five years’ time. 
REDUCED EMISSIONS FOR 
TRANSPORT SECTOR
The four phase project is seeking to make 
advanced biofuels a viable option to sup-
port the reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions in the transport industry, with the 
potential to unlock future export avenues.
ARENA’s Matt Walden said the initiative 
came at a time when demand for ethanol 
was dramatically increasing. 
“From a whole of market perspective, the 
transport sector contributes up to about 16 
per cent of Australia’s total emissions,” he 
said. 

“Australian capacity is around about 
100,000 litres per annum, which is again 
mainly sourced from first generation 
sources, but by 2050 the International 
Energy Agency estimates that demand will 
increase to in excess of 900 billion litres.
“So technology like this has the opportunity 
to be a key player in that market.”

NEW INCOME STREAM FOR FARMERS
The process is tipped to revolutionise agri-
business, enabling farmers to sell the valu-
able food portion of their crops while cre-
ating a secondary market for the leftover 
waste stream. 
Ethtec’s chief scientist and managing direc-
tor Dr Russell Reeves said the new method 
solved several problems. 
“Ethanol production, what we refer to as 
first generation, is based on using starch 
from wheat or corn crops or sugar juice 
from sugarcane crops,” he said. 
“There are a number of issues with that 

— it is environmentally unsustainable, 
it is economically unviable but, perhaps 
most importantly, it competes with food 
production.
“The basis of a legitimate ethanol fuel 
industry — one that can produce ethanol in 
the volumes that are significant in the con-
text of meeting fuel demand and at a price 

that’s competitive with products derived 
from crude oil without subsidy — has to be 
based on what’s termed lignocellulosic or 
woody fibrous materials.”
Ethtec senior research biotechnologist, Dr 
Geoff Doherty said as well as overcoming 
barriers to the widespread use of ethanol as 
fuel, other products could also be created. 
“We can liberate the sugars from any sort 
of plant biomass and once we get those 
sugars into solution, we can then either fer-
ment them to ethanol or we can also take 
them to other higher value green chemi-
cals such as renewable plastic precursors, 
industrial lubricants and even potentially 
pharmaceuticals,” he said.
“Our technology will still allow farmers to 
sell their crops into the existing food market 
and then also sell that fibre into an industry 
that we create, which is biofuels and green 
chemicals.
“We believe that within five years we will 
have all of the engineering data from our 
research at Muswellbrook to be able to 
build a commercial-scale plant — we can 
see a biofuels industry, based on our tech-
nology, within the decade.”

The project turns agricultural waste into biofuels and could lead to another 
source of income for farmers. (ABC Rural: Jennifer Ingall)

“In 2015, the global market for biofuels or ethanol was in the 
region of about 97 billion litres, the majority of that produced 

from first generation sources such as corn and sugar.
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Sweet Industry News

JOBS FOR LOCAL COMMUNITY
Muswellbrook mayor Martin Rush said 
the pilot facility, which is to be located on 
council-owned land, would be pivotal for the 
region. 
“A $48 million investment, 20 research jobs 
along with it, but all of that pales in com-
parison to the opportunity both on the input 
side and the supply side in terms of the lon-
ger term benefits to the Upper Hunter,” he 
said. 
“On the product side it’s creating diesel — 
the Upper Hunter is one of the largest users 
of diesel in NSW as a result of the coal 
industry.
“So this is just a win-win research project 
which is putting this plant in the heart of a 
community that can benefit from the diver-
sification of its intensive agriculture and 
help build resilience in its economy, but also 
feed into the local thermal coal industry 
in lowering the cost, including the carbon 
cost, of one of its major inputs.
“A bio-refinery in the Upper Hunter would 
employ many hundreds of people if it pro-
ceeded to commercial scale.”
Ethtec has invested more than $18.6 million 

in the project to date, with the ARENA fund-
ing of $11.9 million matched by indus-
try partner, Jiangsu Jintonggling Fluid 
Machinery Technology Company Limited, 

as well as partnering with Apace Research 
Limited, the University of Newcastle, and 
Muswellbrook Shire Council.

 Photo: Ethtec’s project aims to support the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions in the transport industry. (ABC) 

North Pole

North Pole

INGREDIENTS 
»» 250g packet plain sweet biscuits
»» 180g block dark chocolate, chopped
»» 395g can sweetened condensed milk
»» 1 1/2 cups desiccated coconut
»» 100g packet red glace cherries, chopped

STEP 1  
Line a large tray with baking paper. Process biscuits until mix-
ture resembles fine breadcrumbs. Transfer to a bowl. 
STEP 2  
Place chocolate in a microwave-safe bowl. Microwave on medium-high (75%) 
for 1 to 2 minutes, stirring with a metal spoon every 30 seconds, or until smooth. 
STEP 3  
Add chocolate, condensed milk, 1/2 cup coconut and cherries to biscuit. 
Mix to combine. Place remaining coconut in a bowl. Using damp hands, 
roll 1 level tablespoon mixture into a ball. Toss in coconut to coat. Place 
on prepared tray. Repeat with remaining mixture and coconut. Serve.

CHOC-COCONUT  
CHRISTMAS BALLS

North Pole

North Pole

North Pole

North Pole
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JOKE OF THE MONTH 
Q:  What kind a bike does Santa Claus ride? 
A:  A Holly Davidson

Q:  Why does Santa Claus have three gardens? 
A:  So he can Ho – Ho – Ho

Q:  Who is Santa’s favourite singer? 
A:  Elf-is Presley

DID YOU KNOW…?
»» Did you know a hard boiled egg spins 
(uncooked or soft boiled don’t)

»» Did you know Bill Gates began pro-
gramming computers at the of age 13

»» Did you know Hawaii was originally 
called the Sandwich Islands

»» Did you know Christmas trees origi-
nated from Germany

WORD OF THE MONTH

pennyworth
noun [pen-ee-wurth] 

a bargain.

Sweet Christmas

METHOD
STEP 1 
Preheat the oven to 180°C. Grease four 1 cup (250ml) dariole 
moulds or ramekins. 
STEP 2 
Place cake, milk, eggs, fruit mince and Pedro Ximenez in a food 
processor and pulse a few times to combine. Divide the mixture 
among the moulds and cover with foil. Place in a deep baking dish 
and pour enough boiling water into the dish to come halfway up 
the sides of the moulds. Bake for 45 minutes or until firm. Remove 
the puddings from the baking dish and rest for 10 minutes. 
STEP 3 
To serve, invert the puddings onto plates and top with custard and 
glace cherries.

INGREDIENTS  
»» 500g store-bought Christmas cake, crumbled
»» 1/2 cup (125ml) milk
»» 4 eggs
»» 1/3 cup (85g) fruit mince
»» 1/4 cup (60ml) Pedro Ximenez sherry (see note)
»» Custard, to serve
»» Glace cherries, to serve

CHEAT’S MINI 
CHRISTMAS 
PUDDINGS

North Pole

North Pole
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Sweet Christmas

INGREDIENTS  
»» 1/2 cup brandy
»» 250g butter, chopped
»» 375g packet dried mixed fruit
»» 1 cup raisins, chopped
»» 1 cup dried apricots, chopped
»» 1/2 cup mixed peel
»» 1/4 cup finely chopped glacé ginger
»» 1/2 cup dark brown sugar
»» 1/2 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
»» 1 tablespoon finely grated orange rind
»» 1/3 cup orange juice
»» 1/3 cup sweet orange marmalade
»» 1/2 cup maple syrup, plus extra to serve
»» 3 eggs, lightly beaten
»» 3 cups plain flour
»» 2 teaspoons mixed spice
»» 1/4 cup flaked almonds

BRANDY BUTTER 
AND MAPLE SYRUP 
FRUIT CAKE

North Pole

North Pole

North Pole

North Pole

STEP 1 
Place 1/3 cup brandy, butter, dried fruits, peel, ginger, sugar and 1/2 cup 
water in a saucepan over medium heat. Cook, stirring, for 5 minutes or until 
butter is melted. Bring to the boil. Reduce heat to low. Simmer, stirring occa-
sionally, for 5 minutes. Remove from heat. Stir in bicarbonate of soda. Cool. 
STEP 2 
Preheat oven to 150C/130C fan-forced. Grease a 6cm-deep, 
20cm round cake pan. Line base and side with 3 layers of bak-
ing paper, extending paper 4cm above edge of pan. 
STEP 3 
Add rind, juice, marmalade, syrup and egg to fruit mixture. Mix well. 
Stir in flour and mixed spice, in 2 batches. Pour mixture into pan. 
Level top. Sprinkle with almonds. Bake for 3 hours or until a small 
knife inserted into centre of cake comes out clean. Drizzle with 
remaining brandy. Stand for 5 minutes. Turn pan, upside down, onto 
a board lined with baking paper. Cool cake in pan overnight. 
STEP 4 
Turn cake upright onto a serving plate. Drizzle with extra maple syrup. Serve. 
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Sweet Christmas Activities

 








































































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CHRISTMAS WORD SEARCH

Find the words listed below and circle them.  Keep this

word search when you have finished it, you will need

some of these words for your work before Christmas.

P R E S E N T S S H W R K E T L N C R B

S A G T D M I N C E P I E S U G E R B J

E J R E D A T S H Q D S G L M M W A H P

F E A S D E C O R A T I O N S E Y C R K

S Y R Y I O G K I Q S W R T Y T E K O R

J L J G M F D T S T S L R T I U A E B O

E L Q K D B S R T E C D Q V R R R R E S

S F S F W I S E M E N Z I S X K K S T H

U G K T E D G R A E R T H D D E Y S H E

S A W J A W Z E S S A Y D Q G Y A K L P

A Z X A P R L T L N L R J F V A E X E H

M A R Y M B N O S T O C K I N G Y U H E

M P I R A H R D I G S D M B N K R F E R

Y O D T C A F B T O K E J O S E P H M D

L A S R C E L H G F Y V L Q I K C I E S

F A T H E R C H R I S T M A S T R E E M

1. CHRISTMAS 11.PRESENTS

2. STOCKING 12.FATHER CHRISTMAS

3. CRACKERS 13.DECORATIONS

4. CHRISTMAS TREE 14.STAR

5. NATIVITY 15.JESUS

6. MARY 16.JOSEPH

7. STABLE 17.SHEPHERDS

8. WISE MEN 18.BETHLEHEM

9. CAROLS 19.TURKEY

10.MINCE PIES 20.NEW YEAR

Wordsearch

North Pole
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FUEL 
ORDERS

FUEL ORDERS
Our customers  are currently reaping the rewards with bulk 
fuel savings purchasing Diesel and Unleaded fuel through 

Kalagro Limited (supplied by Puma Energy).
Please take advantage of these special fuel prices by 

contacting our office to place your orders.

CREDIT CARD 

PAYMENT OPTION 

NOW AVAILABLE 

TO KALAMIA 

MEMBERS

PUMA,  SPONSOR OF THE YWAM MEDICAL SHIP

DELIVERY DATES THROUGHOUT CHRISTMAS BREAK
Orders have to be placed by Friday, 22nd December 2017 at the Kalamia office for

the following available delivery dates: Wednesday, 27th December 2017, Friday, 29th 
December 2017, Wednesday, 3rd January 2018, Friday, 5th January 2018


