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Reef protection regulations in the Great Barrier Reef regions

Recognised accreditation programs and accredited producers

Effective from 1 December 2019

The Reef protection regulations will start on
1 December 2019 and will be rolled out over the
next three years.

The new regulations address land-based sources of
water pollution to the Great Barrier Reef. This
includes all industrial and agricultural activities that
release nutrients and sediment across the Cape
York, Wet Tropics, Burdekin, Mackay Whitsunday,
Fitzroy and Burnett Mary regions.

What is a recognised accreditation program
under the new regulations?

The new regulations provide the opportunity for
third party programs such as industry Best
Management Practice (BMP) programs or like
programs to voluntarily become recognised
accreditation programs.

The accreditation programs must include all of the
following:

e modules that are consistent with, or better than,
the minimum practice agricultural standards

e accreditation of producers who comply with the
program’s requirements

e maintenance of a register of producers who
have been accredited

e collection and reporting of information about
the operation of the program

e aprocess for reviewing decisions and resolving
disputes regarding the program

e regular review and evaluation of the program.

What is the benefit of becoming an
accredited producer?

All regulated agricultural producers are required to
meet the minimum practice agricultural standards
regardless of whether or not they are accredited
against a recognised program.

Producers who are accredited under a recognised
program and continue to meet the terms of
accreditation will be deemed to have met the
minimum practice agricultural standards through an
industry supported pathway.

Producers accredited against a recognised program
will not be the focus of compliance activities.

Will existing BMP programs be automatically
recognised?

Owners of existing industry BMP programs can
voluntarily apply for recognition. Program owners
will have until 1 June 2020 to:

e ensure the accreditation program is consistent
with relevant minimum practice agricultural
standards

e provide a copy of the program to the
Department of Environment and Science, where
it has been amended to ensure it is consistent
with the minimum practice agricultural
standards

e ensure producers already accredited under the
existing accreditation program are carrying out
their activities in compliance with the relevant
minimum practice agricultural standards.
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Are existing BMP accredited producers
compliant with the new regulations?

Producers who are involved in an existing industry
BMP should confirm with the program owner that
the program has or will be recognised under the new
regulations.

It is up to the program provider to apply for program
recognition and producers should contact their
program provider to find out more.

Despite the absence of the Grazing BMP, the
Queensland Government will acknowledge graziers
that achieved accreditation under the former
Grazing BMP. These graziers will be considered as a
low compliance risk for five years from 1 December
2019.

In addition, the Queensland Government will
acknowledge graziers participating in the Grazing
Resilience and Sustainable Solutions (GRASS)
Program as a low priority for compliance visits for
the duration of their involvement in this program.

Accredited producers under the former Grazing BMP
program are encouraged to contact the GRASS
Program at the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries (13 25 23), regional NRMs or visit the
Support programs and tools for graziers page,
available at www.qld.gov.au

Where can | find more information?

Web: www.qld.gov.au/ReefRegulations
Email: officeofthegbr@des.qgld.gov.au
Telephone: 13 QGOV (13 74 68)



https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/agriculture/sustainable-farming/reef/reef-regulations/strengthening-regulations/producers/grazing
http://www.qld.gov.au/
http://www.qld.gov.au/ReefRegulations
mailto:officeofthegbr@des.qld.gov.au

Timeframes

Sugarcane Wet Tropics, Burdekin and Mackay Whitsunday 1 December 2019 1 December 2019 1 December 2021 1 June 2020
Burnett Mary and Fitzroy 1 December 2019 1 December 2022 1 December 2022 1 June 2020
Cape York N/A N/A N/A 1 June 2020
Grazing Burdekin 1 December 2019 1 December 2020 N/A N/A
Fitzroy 1 December 2019 1 December 2021 N/A N/A
Wet Tropics, Mackay Whitsunday and Burnett Mary 1 December 2019 1 December 2022 N/A N/A
Cape York N/A N/A N/A N/A
Bananas Wet Tropics 1 December 2019 1 December 2020 N/A 1 June 2020
Burdekin, Mackay Whitsunday, Fitzroy and Burnett Mary 1 December 2019 1 December 2022 N/A 1 June 2020
Cape York N/A N/A N/A 1 June 2020
Grains All regions except Cape York 1 December 2022 1 December 2022 N/A 1 June 2020
Cape York N/A N/A N/A 1 June 2020
Horticulture All regions except Cape York 1 December 2022 1 December 2022 N/A 1 June 2020
Cape York N/A N/A N/A 1 June 2020

New or changed regulated industrial land use activities will be required to meet new discharge standards from 1 December 2020




