
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Reef protection regulations in the Great Barrier Reef regions 
Support programs and assistance for agricultural producers 

The Reef protection regulations will start on 
1 December 2019 and will be rolled out over the 
next three years.  

The new regulations address land-based sources of 
water pollution to the Great Barrier Reef. This 
includes industrial and agricultural activities that 
release nutrients and sediment across the Cape 
York, Wet Tropics, Burdekin, Mackay Whitsunday, 
Fitzroy and Burnett Mary regions. 

What support is available for agricultural 
producers? 

Programs and support tools are provided by the 
Australian and Queensland governments and 
industry organisations to help producers identify 
opportunities to improve farming practices. 

The Queensland Reef Water Quality Program funds 
the sugarcane, banana and horticulture Best 
Management Practice programs, and a number of 
other projects and initiatives to support the 
agricultural industry.  

Farming in Reef Catchments Rebate Scheme 

The Farming in Reef Catchments Rebate Scheme 
provides a one-off rebate of up to $1,000 to eligible 
commercial agricultural producers in Reef regions. 
The rebate is to help offset the costs of obtaining 
professional and agronomic advice for nutrient and 
sediment management to meet the new Reef 
protection regulations.  

Who is eligible for the rebate?  

If you are a commercial grazier, sugarcane or banana 
grower in the Wet Tropics, Burdekin, Mackay 
Whitsunday, Fitzroy or Burnett Mary regions and  
have sought advice from an Accredited Agricultural 
Adviser, you are eligible to claim the rebate. 

However, you are not eligible if you have already 
received assistance to manage nutrient and 
sediment from the Queensland or Australian 
government. Producers undertaking new cropping or 
horticulture activities are also not eligible for the 
rebate.  

You can find more detailed information about the 
Farming in Reef Catchments Rebate Scheme, 
including specific details around eligibility and how 
to claim the rebate at 
www.qrida.qld.gov.au/current-programs/farming-in-
reef-catchments-scheme 

What other support is available for graziers? 

The $5.72 million Grazing Resilience and Sustainable 
Solutions (GRASS) program is working with graziers 
in the Burdekin, Fitzroy and Burnett Mary regions to 
identify opportunities to improve land condition for 
poor and degraded land. 

The GRASS program aims to do this by delivering 
tailored land management plans with a focus on 
improving land in poor and degraded condition 
through one-on-one support. The GRASS program is 
delivered by the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries (DAF), Burnett Mary Regional Group, 
Fitzroy Basin Association and NQ Dry Tropics. 

http://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/current-programs/farming-in-reef-catchments-scheme
http://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/current-programs/farming-in-reef-catchments-scheme
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To find out more about how DAF can help you with 
land management plans, or for information on 
GRASS, contact: 

DAF GRASS Team Leader  0428 104 248 

DAF Burdekin (07) 4761 5150 

DAF Fitzroy (07) 4843 2611 

DAF Burnett Mary (07) 4529 4200 

 

What other support is available for banana 
growers?  

The Banana Best Management Practice program, 
delivered by the Australian Banana Growers’ 
Council, is a practical and proven way to improve 
grower knowledge and water quality outcomes. 

The program is receiving an additional $1 million 
from the Queensland Government for incentives and 
on-ground extension. This provides the opportunity 
for banana growers in high-priority areas, primarily 
the Wet Tropics and Cape York regions, to be guided 
in undertaking actions that will reduce sediment and 
nutrient run-off.  

This includes implementing works such as sediment 
basins, contour banks, irrigation/fertigation 
improvements, waterway/drainage upgrades or 
constructed wetlands. 

For more information, visit the Australian Banana 
Growers’ Council website at www.abgc.org.au 

What other support is available to sugarcane 
growers? 

The Smartcane Best Management Practice program, 
delivered by CANEGROWERS, works with sugarcane 
growers to improve the productivity, profitability 
and sustainability of sugarcane farm enterprises. 
This assists in minimising the risk of nutrients, 
sediment and pesticides flowing into local 
waterways. 

Growers self-assess their practices against industry 
standards and identify opportunities to record and 
verify their practice improvements. Through 
Smartcane accreditation, growers can be recognised 
for their best practice management of soil health 
and nutrients, irrigation and drainage, weeds, pests 
and diseases. 

Support is provided through local facilitators. 

For more information or to register or find a local 
facilitator, visit www.smartcane.com.au 

 

What other support is available for 
horticulture producers? 

The Hort360 program, delivered by Growcom, 
supports commercial horticulture growers by 
providing a 360 degree view of a farm’s business 
operations through a computer based risk 
assessment tool. 

This assists in identifying risks and unnecessary farm 
expenses. It also provides a look at potential 
business opportunities. 

Participants in Hort360 have the opportunity to 
access technical support, on-farm training, and 
professional networks. 

For further information, visit www.hort360.com.au 

What other help is available? 

DAF offers a range of extension services to support 
growers and graziers adopt better business and 
farming practices within Reef regions. Specialist 
extension staff and agricultural economists can 
provide:   
 hands-on technical assistance 
 economic support 
 on-farm assistance to trial new practices 
 information resources 
 economic decision support tools 
 participation at field days and other events 
 research into improved farming systems. 

Please contact DAF on 13 25 23 to be put in touch 
with your local extension officer.  

Where can I find more information? 

Web: www.qld.gov.au/ReefRegulations  
Email: officeofthegbr@des.qld.gov.au  
Telephone: 13 QGOV (13 74 68) 
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