
         
  

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 
     

            

 

 
 

            UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

                      

Bowen Gumlu Growers Field Day 

4th November 2022 – Flyer below 
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Friday, 7th October 2022 

Kalagro Fuel Price 
 

DIESEL - $2.05359 incl GST 

UNLEADED - $1.71265 incl GST 

 

 

Fuel Delivery Days   
Monday - Friday 
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1. SRA Media Release – Funding Rounds Open – Posted – 30/9/22 

 

 

 

    

30 September 2022 

Funding round opens for new sugarcane industry  

research and innovation initiatives  

Sugar Research Australia (SRA) is inviting research and innovation funding applications that 

address specific industry challenges to improve the productivity and profitability of the Australian 

sugarcane industry. 

Head of Research Investment Jane Trindall said applications are being sought to address 

challenges that have been co-designed with industry to achieve the objectives of the SRA 

strategic plan and research missions.  

“We’ve analysed our portfolio of research and problems facing the industry, and this funding call 

seeks applications that address the most pressing challenges and issues facing the industry,” 

Ms Trindall said. 

“Working hand in hand we can deliver benefits by solving challenges quicker than before, for all 

industry participants." 

Eight pressing industry challenges are targeted in the funding round: 

• technology application for a step change 

• biosecurity surveillance, preparedness and response 

• optimising disease, weed and pest management 

• climate resilience and mitigation 

• new products and value chains 

• soil health - balanced nutrient management 

• understanding the customer 

• data-driven agronomic decisions. 

“All applications are to be collaborative, with more than one partner and we encourage 

researchers, small-to-medium enterprises, start-ups, corporates, growers, millers and venture 



capitalists to work together and submit proposals so we can create real benefit and impact for 

the industry,” Ms Trindall said.  

“Strong applications will make a significant contribution to address industry challenges, present a 

high-quality approach with a multi-disciplinary team, provide access to cutting edge 

technologies, and a credible pathway to adoption to benefit Australian sugarcane growers and 

millers and the industry broadly. 

“We hope to attract collaborations with the best and the brightest from Queensland and across 

the world to shape the future prosperity of the Australian sugarcane industry and regional 

communities through innovation and ingenuity.” 

The funding round is supported by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) which co-

invests with SRA in research, development and extension projects that improve the prosperity 

and sustainability of the sugarcane industry. DAF provides $2.85 million to SRA annually for 

sugarcane research, development and extension. 

Applications close at 5pm, Wednesday 2 November 2022. They can be submitted by emailing 

contracts@sugarresearch.com.au. 

SRA expects to advise applicants whether they have been successful or unsuccessful by the 

end of December and to contract new projects in February 2023. 

Further information on the funding round is available on the SRA website.  

  

** SRA is the industry-owned corporation for research, development and adoption for the 

Australian sugarcane industry and invests in targeted research activities that will deliver benefits 

on-farm and at the mill. 

Media contact: Cathy Weis, 0419 175 815 
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2. SRA eNewsletter – Posted – 30/9/22 

 

 

 

Today we open funding applications for SRA research and innovation initiatives with the aim 

of improving the sustainability and prosperity of the industry into the future. We are excited 

to see what new projects will come through the door. 

 

  

 

 

    

Funding round opens for new research and innovation initiatives 
SRA is inviting funding applications for research and innovation initiatives. 

Head of Research Investment Jane Trindall said applications are being sought to address 

specific industry challenges that have been co-designed with industry to achieve the 

objectives of the SRA strategic plan and research missions.  

Eight pressing industry challenges are targeted as part of Round 1 funding:  

• technology application for a step change 

• biosecurity surveillance, preparedness and response 

• optimising disease, weed and pest management 

• climate resilience and mitigation 

• new products and value chains 

• soil health - balanced nutrient management 

• understanding the customer 

• data-driven agronomic decisions. 

The funding round is supported by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) which 

co-invests with SRA in research, development and extension projects that improve the 

prosperity and sustainability of the sugarcane industry. 



More information and how to apply 

    

 

 

 

   

 

 

Weeds in sugarcane on the agenda in Adelaide 
This week SRA weed specialist Emilie Fillols (pictured) travelled to Adelaide to present at 

the 22nd Australasian Weeds Conference. 

Emilie’s presentation highlighted the challenges growers face to control their weeds and 

limit the off-target impact of herbicides on the ecosystems of the Great Barrier Reef.  

She also presented a poster comparing the effectiveness of a range of soil binding 

herbicides to reduce herbicide run-off.   

The conference sessions focused on a broad range of thematics in the space of weed 

management in crops and environmental weed management. These included: 

environmental biosecurity, herbicide resistance and farming system changes, biological 

control and weed detection technologies.  

“This conference is an important forum for weed managers to get together to share and 

debate ideas and to learn about the latest scientific and technological advances,” Emilie 

said.  
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Calling canegrower advisors and 
extension providers in FNQ 
Jeanette Long (pictured) is a Director and Facilitator, 

Trainer and Coach for Ag Consulting Co. She is 

passionate about developing people skills in 

agriculture and has a particular interests in 

facilitation and extension skills as well as working 

with rural women.  

Travelling from Undalya, South Australia, Jeanette 

will be hosting facilitation skills workshops in 

Mourilyan, Far North Queensland for advisors and 

extension providers working with canegrowers.  

  

The free two-day workshop will be held on 2 and 3 

November and is funded by the partnership between the 

Australian Government’s Reef Trust and the Great 

Barrier Reef Foundation.  

The workshop is capped at 20 participants.  

For more information and to book your spot 

    

 

 

 

   

Harvest Mate welcomed 
The first of a series of harvesting trials 

was held last week in Yuruga that 

included testing of the newly developed 

SRA DAF Harvest Mate decision 

support tool (pictured). 

 

Feedback of the smartphone app was 

positive with further validation trials to 

occur in the coming months, with dates 

and venues to be confirmed soon, 

before a full launch of the product early 

next year. 

 

Our thanks to project participants 

Department of Agriculture and 

Fisheries, CANEGROWERS Herbert 

River, Clevvi and Agrifutures. 
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Northern variety ID guide and workshop 

Variety identification workshops were held recently at Meringa Station for regional 

productivity service staff, cane extension officers, supply staff and other advisors 

(pictured). 

Hosted by Variety Development Manager Far North Felicity Atkin, the sessions were 

supported by Far North District Manager Gavin Rodman and District Delivery Officer Paul 

Calcino who had worked with the Variety Development team to produce the first Northern 

ID guide since 2018.  

Variety identification guides support the user identify botanical characteristics of the sugarcane 

plant. This can be particularly useful when identifying newer varieties. Note: Identification guides 

are only for use in the region they have been produced. 

Participants' feedback: "I now know that I need to understand growth habit more."  

"Did not know that suckers are usually hairy and have auricles which clears up a lot of trouble I 

have had in the past." 

Download the 2022 Northern ID Guide 
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Help with controlling canegrubs  

Central district growers – do you want a hand with 

controlling canegrubs?  

SRA Mackay has supplies of UV spray dye and torches if 

growers would like to assess the effectiveness of their 

Confidor applicators. The goal is to minimise the impact of 

the current high populations of canegrubs in the region.  

Contact SRA District Manager Central Dylan Wedel if 

you’d like an assessment on your farm. T: 049 029 387 

E:dwedel@sugarresearch.com.au  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

Expanding?  

High commodity prices and two good seasons 

have given farmers in some agricultural sectors 

confidence to invest in and expand their 

businesses. The latest report from ABARES shows 

that lending in the agricultural sector increased by 6 

per cent in 2021 to $94 billion. Farmers are investing 

both in purchasing land and equipment.   

ABARES' Report 

  

  

 

 

 

   

Tractor sales increase  

Data from the Tractor & Machinery Association show that sales of agricultural tractors 

continue to be strong. In August they were up by 22 per cent nationally on the same month 

last year and are now 2.5 per cent up on the 2022 year to date. Queensland was up 46 per 

cent and are 13 per cent ahead year to date.  

This followed the rush of buyers that occurred in June, keen to maximise use of the Federal 

Government's Temporary Full Expensing Program.  

Read TMA report 
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Farmland prices up 27%  

The price of Australian farmland has increased nationally by 27 per cent from last 

year, according to agribusiness bank Rabobank in the latest Australian Agricultural 

Land Price Outlook.  

Prices were driven by record low interest rates, widespread rainfall, and high prices 

for agricultural commodities.  

NSW had most of the increase with 30 per cent of the share, followed by Queensland 

(22 per cent), Victoria (20 per cent), WA (12 per cent), South Australia (11 per cent) 

and Tasmania (4 per cent).  

Farmland price growth is expected to continue, but with a significant slowdown next 

year with increasing costs of finance and of farm inputs such as energy and fertiliser.  

Rabobank report 
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Seasonal workers, Patrick Water, Laura Spackman and 

Dave Goodall at SRA Bundaberg station. 

  

We're recruiting 

Come and join our highly dedicated and 

passionate team and work on interesting 

and industry-critical activities. We 

embrace diversity and seek to attract, 

develop and retain the highest calibre 

talent.  

 

We're looking for: 

• Leader Field Pathology  

• Casual Field Hands - Mackay 

• Executive Assistant to the CEO 

 

All current vacancies here  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

(Left to right) Variety Development Manager Southern and New South Wales, Roy Parfitt with Plant 

Breeding Technician Mauricio Montoya and Field Technician Southern Phil Netz look forward to 

welcoming you to the SRA Bundaberg Field Day in November. Book today: trybooking.com/CCXEF  

   

SRA Events  

Advanced Pre-emergent Workshop with Weed Scientist, Emilie Filiols, Gordonvale, Friday 14 

October, 12.30 - 4 pm.  

Facilitation Skills Workshop (2 Days) Innisfail CANEGROWERS, 18-22 Bruce Highway, 

Mourilyan, Wednesday 2 & Thursday 3 November   

https://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/ct/15991/s-0337-2209/Bct/l-dyn-ldc-0197/l-dyn-ldc-0197:ad/ct8_0/1/lu?sid=TV2%3AisIas20dO
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SRA Bundaberg Field Day, SRA Bundaberg Station, Thursday 24 November, 8.30 am – 3.30 

pm.  

 

AGM Opportunity to attend either face-to-face at SRA’s Indooroopilly office, or virtually online - Monday 

21 November, 2pm 

Webinar of interest 

RESCHEDULED Workforce planning connect - tools for agriculture business webinar - Jobs 

QLD in collaboration with the Queensland Farmers' Federation, still time to register - 

RESCHEDULED for Wednesday 14 October. 
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3. QFF 10 Things to Know – Posted – 26/9/22 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Following the extraordinary success and popularity of the 

first round of the Queensland Agritourism Business 

Grants, QFF is pleased to announce that Round 2 

opens  Wednesday, 5 October. This is the final round, so 

be sure to apply. Grants of up to $25K are available. Full 

details can be found HERE.  

 

 

 

 

QFF member Queensland Oyster Growers’ Association 

recently elected a new President Wade McFadgen and 

Vice President Andrew Robson. Together, Wade and 

Andrew have over fifty years of experience in the industry 

from growing to aquaculture tourism and agricultural 

research. QFF looks forward to working with Wade, 

Andrew and their colleagues to continue to grow 

Queensland’s oyster industry.  

 

 

Mitsubishi Motors now has an exclusive partnership with 

QFF. All QFF members and their growers are eligible to 

receive a National Fleet discount with Mitsubishi Diamond 

Advantage on the entire Mitsubishi Motors range of 

https://qff.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=fa2a8c797b&e=4deb5db9b7


 

vehicles. Visit your local Mitsubishi dealer today! Read all 

about it and the T&Cs HERE.  

 

 

 

 

Do you have questions about sugar? QFF member 

Canegrowers and the Australian Sugar Milling Council 

have created a website www.sugar.org.au to answer 

some of the many questions they're asked about sugar to 

ensure that balanced and accurate information is 

available to everyone.  

 

 

 

 

Australia has a range of detailed response plans and 

arrangements in place in the event of an incursion of 

either foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) or lumpy skin 

disease (LSD) into the country. These plans are 

rehearsed regularly and are continuously reviewed by 

both government and industry representatives. From 

livestock standstills to vaccination strategies, 

click HERE to see the plans and arrangements in place to 

respond to an incursion.  

 

 

 

 

Join the Bureau of Meteorology and Queensland 

Reconstruction Authority experts for an in-depth look at 

the 2022-23 severe weather season and learn how the 

Bureau's outlooks for the months ahead can help you 

make important decisions for the season. Register for the 

webinars HERE.  

 

 

 

Webinar 1 'Solar Farm Landholder' of QFF's Renewable 

Energy Landholder Series has been rescheduled from 5 

to 12 October.  Register now to hear from farmer James 

Walker about why he decided to diversify into renewable 

https://qff.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be9cc2409cc55bcb17498482a&id=61189e4b3c&e=4deb5db9b7
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energy and how he worked with the developer as they 

delivered the project. More HERE.  

 

 

 

 

QFF is funding 90 places for next year's intake into 

UQSkills' Diploma of Agribusiness Management 

(Agronomy Digital Technologies Short 

Course) AHC51419T.  There are still some places left, so 

be sure to APPLY today. Develop the ability to use 

sophisticated GIS technology and interpret complex data. 

You’ll be able to relate this back to location on-farm, 

where you’ll provide solutions to improve soil health and 

yield, and lower the impact of pests, weeds, and erosion.  

 

 

 

 

QFF welcomed the release of the Palaszczuk 

Government’s Energy and Jobs Plan last week. CEO Jo 

Sheppard has emphasised the importance of the 

Queensland Government providing a clear pathway 

through the energy transformation so that industry can 

make long-term investment decisions with confidence. 

The regions are to play a critical role in what is being 

called the clean energy industrial revolution. Read QFF’s 

statement HERE.  

 

 

 

 

The Office of the National Soils Advocate is conducting a 

national study on soil health in Australia. They are seeking 

to understand how soil health and practices are perceived 

among people who work with soil or in an industry related 

to soil or environmental conservation. Thoughts are also 

welcome about how the Advocate is known and perceived 

in this community. Take a look at the survey HERE.  
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4. Wilmar Budget vs Actual & Production Report – Crush Week 16 – Posted – 03/10/22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5.Wilmar Weekly Variety Summary – Crush Week 16 – Posted – 03/10/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located at:   140 Young Street, AYR QLD 4807 
 

Postal Address:   PO Box 597, AYR QLD 4807

Phone:   07 47 83 13 12 

 

Email:   admin@kalagro.com.au 

Web:   www.kalagro.com.au 

Facebook:   KalamiaCaneGrowersOrgLtd 

 

Office Hours:   Monday – Friday - 8.30am – 4.30pm 
 

 

                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                             

                   

SERVICES OFFERED TO MEMBERS  

AND NON-MEMBERS 

mailto:admin@kalagro.com.au
http://www.kalagro.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$12.20 (incl GST) per Payslip 
 

$14.15 (incl GST) per Payslip 
 

$20.25 (incl GST) End of Financial 

Year Processing (per Employee) 

$12.20 (incl GST) per Invoice 
 
 

$14.15 (incl GST) per Invoice 
 
 

$1.10 per Env.  

 

• Invoices emailed  

• Posted  

• KCGO office pickup option 

 

 

 
 

• Wages Preparation – Fair Work  

ATO & STP Compliancy 

• Superannuation 

• End of Financial Year Processing  

• WorkCover – Premiums  

& Claims Assistance                          

                                                           Jacki Kratzmann 
 

 
 

SERVICES 



 

 

 

 

All members can now take advantage of special monthly discounted prices on 

chemicals through 

E.E Muir & Sons. 

 

Please call E.E Muir & Sons on Ph 47 90 27 00 for more information. 

179-183 Drysdale St, BRANDON QLD 4808 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KCGO DIRECTORS 
 

Robert Malaponte – Chairman 

Denis Pozzebon – Deputy Chairman 

Joseph Quagliata – Director 

Frank Mugica – Director  
 

KCGO Staff 

 

Dave Paine – Manager / Company Secretary 

Jacki Kratzmann – Payroll Manager 

Annmaree D’Alessandro – Administration Officer 

Narelle Breadsell – Administration Officer 

ABOUT US 

KCGO MEMBER BENEFITS 


