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Record agricultural sector valuation as regions and 
commodities grow strongly   

 

Media materials – (grabs, overlay, photos) 

• Qld’s ag and fisheries forecast to reach record $23.44 billion value. 

• Beef, sugar and cotton remain Queensland’s biggest crops. 

• Strong growth in fresh produce. 

• Toowoomba, Bundaberg among strongest producing regions. 

• Lockyer Valley the fastest growing region for value of ag. 

Queensland’s agriculture and fisheries sector has broken another record valuation of $23.44 

billion according to the latest AgTrends data released today. 

The new high for the 2022-23 financial year eclipses the previous record of $23.37 billion in 

2021-22, and follows continued strong investment in agriculture by the Palaszczuk 

Government. 

The best performing commodities and Local Government Areas (LGAs) for both size and 

fastest growth of Gross Value Production (GVP) in Queensland have been revealed. 

Toowoomba took out top spot for the largest GVP in the land, valued at almost $1.36 billion, 

and was also in the top ten for growth, ranking sixth with a GVP increase of almost 5.8%. 

Nearby Western Downs had the only other billion-dollar valuation, coming in second for GVP 

at $1.11 billion. 

By far the fastest growing region was the Lockyer Valley, the value of its ag sector surging, up 

nearly 42% on last year’s GVP off the back of strong recovery from the 2022 floods. 

Bundaberg was a major success story, with the region coming in third for GVP ($837 million) 

and second for growth of GVP, up 10.1%. 

https://u3603583.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=bQhEs-2B-2BiovnGosVuP-2B6G4D3hOAigNCrMKBunsjegBayWJNom7cj0RXAPM6g-2FVeLx25agx2DAXWiEjuDCebc9FdPccZzDCG-2FzNBmtlXjKpjTyaSpkJrbB4MKfgR9ByB3l-wJu_ua480S-2FbZasmWs5iXboOXRLpLh2LNVZBe1bSh4VUHSo-2BKziNXcu5jLr3sGlrtWmY7-2FQ8jDQnWDm1y2U2KVR9iLc3QPv3MmTPZQUFpECZqkalduwGM2xH7ciTqstsHL9c89CN-2B-2BJOqxwDnpCV3GgiLsn2GFABitkxURArG-2FsM5qcJVz3nDMUbjotdsLwqIm3RYTNQlIj5NWDIepOO1iV7lg-3D-3D


Beef remains king of the commodities in Queensland, with cattle and calves valued at over $6 

billion in 2022-23, and meat processing estimated to be worth almost $2.8 billion. 

Sugarcane and sugar processing reached a combined valuation of almost $2.5 billion, while 

the GVP of raw cotton soared 26.4% to over $1.5 billion. 

Among the strongest growing commodities were Queensland’s world-class fresh produce, 

with apples, table grapes, pineapples, avocados, and bananas all in the top 10 for growth. 

The latest Queensland AgTrends data is available at:https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/news-

media/campaigns/data-farm/primary-industries 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Top 10 – GVP by region 

LGA 2022-23 GVP 

Toowoomba $1.36 billion 

Western Downs $1.11 billion 

Bundaberg $837 million 

Central Highlands $831 million 

Goondiwindi $820 million 

Balonne $794 million 

Cassowary Coast $659 million 

Isaac $643 million 

Burdekin $579 million 

Maranoa $533 million 

https://u3603583.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=bQhEs-2B-2BiovnGosVuP-2B6G4DaKfOkeqDAY-2F-2BL2MlsIeiEFOdqo9OVQLReo369FR4gih82-2FDRrWrzXwvqPqUAULDRYavSryL-2BbYfNP4HqFfCCVjHxKhXc0cmopvq7ZQ83pv6llQ_ua480S-2FbZasmWs5iXboOXRLpLh2LNVZBe1bSh4VUHSo-2BKziNXcu5jLr3sGlrtWmYGwRtl7yWNdxquDURlXbWzRXfPX-2BLskhAYIm7ODRPQnLeljLx7ElgSZd1fHADHbiQXNNi1HTNaAHKm2NRWx7VqKAzrcMhCrwWcr0ihURWv-2B8j3-2FeyFGje7WAU329-2BUlrzNnxuvr-2FMe8zeciSqk9G6-2Fg-3D-3D
https://u3603583.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=bQhEs-2B-2BiovnGosVuP-2B6G4DaKfOkeqDAY-2F-2BL2MlsIeiEFOdqo9OVQLReo369FR4gih82-2FDRrWrzXwvqPqUAULDRYavSryL-2BbYfNP4HqFfCCVjHxKhXc0cmopvq7ZQ83pv6llQ_ua480S-2FbZasmWs5iXboOXRLpLh2LNVZBe1bSh4VUHSo-2BKziNXcu5jLr3sGlrtWmYGwRtl7yWNdxquDURlXbWzRXfPX-2BLskhAYIm7ODRPQnLeljLx7ElgSZd1fHADHbiQXNNi1HTNaAHKm2NRWx7VqKAzrcMhCrwWcr0ihURWv-2B8j3-2FeyFGje7WAU329-2BUlrzNnxuvr-2FMe8zeciSqk9G6-2Fg-3D-3D


  

  

Top 10 – GVP growth by region 

LGA 2022-23 GVP Change from 21-
22 GVP 

Lockyer Valley $483 million 41.96% 

Bundaberg $837 million 10.10% 

Somerset $151 million 9.01% 

Logan $107 million 8.17% 

Scenic Rim $293 million 7.19% 

Toowoomba $1.36 billion 5.76% 

Hinchinbrook $202 million 5.36% 

Southern Downs $432 million 4.52% 

Cairns $208 million 4.33% 

Douglas $64 million 3.93% 

  

Top 10 – GVP by commodity 

Cattle & calves $6.03 billion 

Meat processing $2.79 billion 

Sugarcane $1.55 billion 

Raw cotton $1.50 billion 

Sugar processing $923 million 

Wheat $886 million 

Nurseries $776 million 

Grain sorghum $726 million 

Poultry $692 million 

Bananas $564 million 

  

Top 10 – GVP growth by commodity 

LGA 2022-23 GVP Change from 21-
22 GVP 

Apples $93 million 55.00% 

Mungbeans $162 million 46.38% 

Table grapes $90 million 34.33% 

Raw cotton $1.50 billion 26.38% 

Cotton ginning $171 million 26.38% 

Pineapples $61 million 21.76% 

Avocados $213 million 21.02% 

Sugar processing $923 million 20.18% 



Bananas $564 million 19.62% 

Eggs $389 million 18.78% 

  

Quotes attributable to Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries and 

Minister for Rural Communities Mark Furner: 

“Queensland’s produce is world-class, so it’s no surprise our state’s ag sector is breaking 

records. 

“Despite challenges presented by COVID and floods, our agribusinesses continue to go from 

strength to strength. 

“The Palaszczuk Government’s strong support of Queensland’s primary producers continues 

through investment in research and development, disaster preparedness, AgTech, and strong 

biosecurity protections. 

“We’re continuing to create jobs and back primary producers with sound investments through 

our Rural Economic Development (RED) Grants, which have supported about 2,500 jobs and 

provided about $12 million to our primary producers.” 

  

Quotes attributable to Lockyer Valley primary producer and company director of 

Qualipac, Troy Qualischefski: 

“The last 12 months of farming had its challenges, but what we are seeing today is wonderful 

growth in the industry. 

“The Palaszczuk Government has been very pro-agriculture. We’ve seen investments through 

the RED Grants, and through the Smart Farming at the Gatton Research Centre. 

“It’s great to see when you’ve got the backing of a government. 

“The thing I enjoy the most is to see some of our export customers come back that we had 

lost during the COVID years, so that gives us confidence to keep investing in the industry and 

keep employing people.” 

  

Media contact: Martin Philip 0407 675 008 

 

 

 
 


